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Quick Takeaways from the Initiative Process
Discussions
06/25/11 by Elizabeth Wu

Local governments – counties, cities, and "special
districts" such as school districts – provide many of the
services that we use on a daily basis, from schools and
police protection to the water in our faucets and the
collection of our trash. Californians expect local
governments to produce high-quality services, as costeffectively as possible. Read More

The way state and local governments collect public
revenue for public services has come under increased
scrutiny during our state’s recent fiscal crisis, as has
the question of what California can afford. The tradeoff
between funding for essential services and their
inevitable pocketbook implications makes tax policy a
constant cause of controversy. Read More

General consensus in two of the small groups was that the current initiative system is good in
theory, but broken in practice. Deliberators criticized the number of initiatives on ballots and the
lack of time to fully understand them.
Group members called for more transparency with the initiatives, including a full run-down of
costs and information on the funders/proponents. There were strong concerns about the
initiative system being abused and overused and the role of out-of-state money in influencing
the processs.
One brave participant disagreed with the others, saying that he views the initiative process as
a way for the public to govern, regardless of what the elected officials think.
When asked if the legislature should be able to amend initiatives that pass, group members
were strongly divided. Some thought that the legislative members should be allowed to make
amendments as necessary, but many were very much against this idea, saying “that sounds
dangerous” and “why would we want to do that?” Another participant worried that allowing
legislators to make changes would make the entire initiative system unnecessary and a big
waste of taxpayer time and money.
It will be interesting to see how and if participants change their views of the initiative system
after the expert panel and continued deliberation. Stay tuned...

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the creation
of California’s initiative process, a system designed to
put lawmaking power in the hands of the people. The
initiative allows voters, often acting in organized
groups, to collect signatures in order to put a new law
or a change to the state constitution before their fellow
voters on the ballot. Read More

With one Assembly member for every 467,000
residents and one state Senator for every 934,000
residents, our legislative districts are nearly ten times
the national average. When assemblymembers
represent nearly half a million residents and travel long
distances across their districts, direct interactions with
constituents are scarce. Read More
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