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The Information Bureau of the Macao SAR Government commissioned the research company 

eRS Ltd. to hold “discussion day” on whether to amend the Press Law and "Audio Visual 

Broadcasting Act in a deliberative poll. This is the first time in Macau. 

"Deliberation day" held in Macao Kao Yip Middle School on the 4th,had 277 participants that 

were a random sample of the public, and 29 representatives of journalists. The poll separated the 

public group and the professional group, which was composed of journalists from several local 

media organizations. Activities included questionnaires, small group discussions, and questions 

in other forms in a plenary session. Everything went smoothly and allowed participants to 

express their views and perspectives, achieving the goal of the deliberative poll. 

In addition, more than 60 scholars from around the world, experts, and media persons actively 

observed the process. 

Macau SAR Government Information Bureau Chen Zhiping, while at the "discussion day" 
activities, said in response to a question by the that consulting local public opinion was a 
valuable experience. The poll is one aspect of amending the two laws, and a way the SAR 
government can collect views of the industry and the community. In addition to opinion polls, 
the Administration will continue meeting with both media agencies and industry organizations, 
and carefully consider their views in order to ensure that before the text of the law is drafted, 
there is sufficient time and means to enable the industry and the community to come together and 
perfect the two laws. 

He said that now the investigation is over, the research team responsible for the polling work will 

analyze the data and a detailed report will be submitted for government information and relevant 

results released to the public through the media. 

Chen Zhiping reiterated that the Government, the industry and the community are each 

determined to maintain freedom of the press. While the outside world may have different views 



on amending the law, this poll helped bring attention to the two laws from the industry and the 

community, one of the goals of the SAR government.  

In addition, in relation to the professional standard for the industry, Chen Zhiping said the 

Government, as early as the end of 2006, stopped issuing reporters’ permits through a Chief 

Executive Order. And the Reorganization Plan of the Information Office submitted to the 

Executive Council, in discussing the text of the law, also proposed to delete reporters’ permits. 

This clearly expresses the Government's philosophy of the freedom of press interviews, acting as 

guidelines and standards for the news industry and professional journalists, by which the news 

industry can develop their own professional organization with the government willing to provide 

technical assistance. 

Since March 2010 when the Government announced that it would amend the "Press Law" and 

"Audio-Visual Broadcasting Act”, the Information Office and the local media industry maintain 

regular communication and have met five times with representatives of local media organizations 

to update them on progress and listen to their views, The purpose is to combine a wide range of 

industry and the community views, improve relevant laws, and further ensure the local press 

freedom and freedom of expression. To collect feedback from the public and the media about the 

"Press Law" and the "Audio-Visual Broadcasting Law," the Information Bureau has conducted 

surveys and analysis on public opinion about the "Press Law" and the "Audio-Visual 

Broadcasting Act.” Reporter Xu Fu) 

 

 

 

 

 

 




