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Talking with the US Professor and Inventor of Deliberative Polling

- Governor Matsuzawa of Kanagawa Prefecture

Governor Shigefumi Matsuzawa of Kanagawa Prefecture discussed the prefecture’s
plan to run a Deliberative Poll on the Doshusei issue with Professor James Fishkin,
inventor of the methodology on 8th October in the prefectural office. The Deliberative
Poll has been used for policy-making purposes by administrative bodies in America and
countries in Europe as a way to hear well-informed citizens’ opinions, something that

conventional polls cannot achieve. The Kanagawa DP will be Japan’s first attempt.

In Deliberative Polling, after conducting a questionnaire survey, respondents are
invited to a deliberation event where they listen to experts’ opinions and get their
questions answered. After the event, participants answer the same questionnaire

again.

Kanagawa Prefecture conducted the pre-questionnaire survey among 3,000 citizens in
early September and asked for their cooperation in the survey. Kanagawa will invite

participants among the respondents to the deliberation event in December.

Professor Fishkin said, “Conventional polls do not always reflect what people really
think” and emphasized both the problems with conventional polls and the effectiveness
of Deliberative Polling. Governor Matsuzawa said, “As decentralization develops, it’s
become more crucial to implement policies based on public consultation. We want to
study this survey methodology, which is considered in other countries as a way to guage

citizens’ well-balanced deliberative opinions.”

Photo: Governor Matsuzawa (right) and Professor Fishkin exchanging opinions,

afternoon, 8th October, Kanagawa Prefectural Office (Shot by Aya Takeda)



