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Two thirds
‘support
all-ability
schooling’

By Simon Doyle

Cucation Correspondnt

WO thirds of parents sup-
prort the ldes of a compre-
hensive system of educa
gion in the narlh, a major
stuily has lound.

Yarents said & svstem of all-alil
ity 2chools, all providing the samne
wide curriculum was appealing,
according Lo the north's first
‘lelilerative poll’,

There was also support for spe-
clalist schools, cach developlng
at leasl one ares of expaertise, and
joint campuses whers schools
share buildings whila retalning
distinet identitles,

Deliberative polling combines
small-group discussions invelving
Lary membera of narticipants
with random sampling of pullic
opinion. ks purpose s Lo estab-
lish a base of informed public
apinicn on a specific issue

Researchers froom Mewcastle
Universily, l}ue-_-n“s Unlversity
Relfast and Stanford University in
e B comcluctad e poll,

Arcund 600 parents In the
Ornagh area were intervicwsd, OF
-:u.:.n.. 187 athendod o
sessjon and were lhen polled
#Asfain.

Half of the respondents lav-
oured sstablishing jointly man-
aged schools, with management
shared between the Catholic
Church ang the cducation Losrds
or other religions denominations.

Whilis there was also wide-
spread support for increasing the
number of intepgrsted schoals,
soane parents said they wantad to
retain schools in thelr existing
gectors -  [rish-mediom  and
Catholic maintained,

Maore tlan 10 per cent also said
that schools that necded 1o col-
laborate to deliver the now cur-
riculum “shoulid be required to
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partner with their closest neigh-
buring schoal, even if it is nol of
the same religious composition

Or Dawvid Rossell from ghe
Queen’s University School o
Education said the poll allowed
the voices of parents whao had the
opporienity to learm of the edsca-
ticmal cholees facing them and
thetr children to e heard

“In keeping with the recent rec-
aimnendlations of the Rakn revicw,
thiz process has shown that the
vast majority of parents clearly
cnvisase 3 shared future lor their
children,” ha said.

Frofessor Jameas Fishkin, divec-
tor af tha Conter Tor Deliberathe
Desmoeracy at Stanfard University,
zaicl this was the ligat tlme “delib-

““We mst 2 selentific
microcosm of the two

communities in one

room”
Prof Jameas Fishkin

erative
applled  in
society”,

“We pub a scientiiic micrecosm
of the two communities o one
room whers they could think
togseslrer alroul lssues confronting
thcir enmmon future,” ha sakd.

“They became more informed,
they changed their views and
they found a greater hasis for
mustual understanding.”

Michael Wardlow, head of the
Morthern  Ireland  Council  Tor
Integrated Education, welcomed
the firdings.

“This research proves that par-
ents oo nol fsar shoaring and
indead are more than willing to
share, regardless of thelr commu-
nity backeground,” he said,

democracy  has  hoen
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