Govt pays a local firm 3.5 million patacas to

Tan Sio Tou

Government Information Bu-
rean (GCS) Director Victor Chan
Chi Ping said yesterday that the

government will pay a locally-

based. polling company about 3.5

million patacas to gamer public

opinion on whether or not the

city’s press and broadeasting laws

should be amended

Chan - said the gove *nmerrt

. Wou}d use methods that it beheved’_

to- be. transparent scienufic and
fair to gauve pubho opinion on the

i existing, press- and broadcasmc_ Government im‘ormatlon Bureau
- laws that ha've been m place for' GCS) Dir ictor Ch:

two decades

. He made the remarks dmmo'.-.v
o press confelence in_the. GCD' :
" premises, which was called to in- -
. troduce ERS Solutions (Macao)
~ Limited that won a pubhc tender i

. to conduct the survey.

During the press conference,

" ERS Solutions presented its team

o media company r_cpresen’ratr‘ es
2 and repogters.

- The government was “abso-

lutely open” to all opinions from .

_  the public on the issue, such as
~ whether or not a press council and
~_a broadcasting council should be
_setup and how to pmrtlon the so-
__},;calied new media, including the
7~ Interriet, Chan said.
. Even though the two ‘councils
: 'y\ ere supposed to have been set up

- two laws are open o drscussron o
Chan said, adding the aim was to -
better protect press freedom and_",
: freedom of expression.’ :

'_3prondea by the ‘company;

Chan al:o sard he beheved that

tific, Jl.lbt and uavrsparent
ods in gathering pubhc opinion.
DurmU the press cconference;

team would conduct the 1eseard1
between this month and next Au-

would also. poll 2 000 resrdents by '

conduct poll on press broadcasting laws

gust, including literature analysis,
case collection and deliberative
polling (DP) on tre pubhc and ;
JOUl’nahS‘[S

Accor dmf ' rhe tlmetable .

the

team will svbmrt s report I

August next Vear m line with its

"l,one “year service: contract wrth the :
: Gm emment

Chr,onc, sard that hrs team_

; -,polled on rts aroeted '. _ssﬁes After
the b"rsehne poll members of the
"ERS Solutrons W ould use - scren—_—;'

meth- ~ issues ov er a weekend in a prear— =
ranged Venue, accordrng to Frsh‘ .
= kanis Website. : :
Arigus Cheong cho Hin, dlrec- :

tor of the company, said that his

sample are mvrted to drscuss rhev

Chan sard e"rrher thrs year that

the who}e process of assessing the

feasibility of amending the two laws
would take up'to three years. m-



