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A Holistic Approach to Budget Cuts

06/25/11 by Agustin Gurza

Erik Kramer, a 6th grade teacher from
Bakersfield, grew up having to understand
two opposing sides to one of California’s
most contentious issues, the battle to
unionize farm labor. He was raised in Delano,
the son of a family rancher in the Central
Valley town made famous as the
headquarters of Cesar Chavez’ Farm
Workers Union. At home, his father
expounded on the growers’ arguments. In the
fields, he saw the other side first-hand while
picking grapes shoulder to shoulder with the
workers in his father’s vineyards.

Now, as a union employee himself, he urges his fellow Californians to look at both sides of
another contentious issue, the fight over cutting the state budget. He knows it's easy to target
education, which consumes the lion’s share, overall. "A lot of people see that big chunk of the
pie and say we'll shave another billion," says Kramer, 39, who's been teaching for 13 years.
But when those cuts trickle down to his small Rosedale Union School District, they cut to the
bone.

When originally interviewed as a candidate for the Deliberative Poll, the issues that most
intrigued him, not surprisingly, were taxes and the budget. Those are hitting close to home, just
like the farm worker fight once did. For Kramer, who does missionary work teaching vacation
Bible study in Mexico and elsewhere, political discussions have never been just theoretical.
But he’s dead serious about what he sees as the uncertain future of California.

“l want to make sure my son has a California he’s able to enjoy as much as | have,” he says.

Agustin Gurza is a reporter for California Forward.

xS0 o


http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nextca.org%2Fblog%2Fentry%2Fa-holistic-approach-to-budget-cuts
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nextca.org%2Fblog%2Fentry%2Fa-holistic-approach-to-budget-cuts
http://www.nextca.org/topics/entry/state-local-reform
http://www.nextca.org/topics/entry/taxation-fiscal-policy
http://www.nextca.org/topics/entry/initiative-process
http://www.nextca.org/topics/entry/representation
http://www.nextca.org/blog/c/by-the-people/
http://www.nextca.org/blog/c/california-common-cause/
http://www.nextca.org/blog/c/california-forward/
http://www.nextca.org/blog/c/california-forward/
http://www.nextca.org/blog/c/center-for-deliberative-democracy/
http://www.nextca.org/blog/c/civic-engagement/
http://www.nextca.org/blog/c/davenport-institute-pepperdine/
http://www.nextca.org/
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.fbcdn.net%2Fconnect%2Fxd_proxy.php%3Fversion%3D3%23cb%3Df334fc4e4%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.nextca.org%252Ff1e7a4de4%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dflash&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nextca.org%2Fblog%2Fentry%2Fa-holistic-approach-to-budget-cuts&locale=en_US&numposts=10&sdk=joey&width=598#

	nextca.org
	A Holistic Approach to Budget Cuts | What's Next California? Deliberative Poll | NextCA.org


	0xMCZzZGs9am9leSZ3aWR0aD01OTgA: 
	form1: 
	post_form_id: 9701d9acc4b1f2d1eb0e3ebc097a35b0
	lsd: rhP9t
	url: http://www.nextca.org/blog/entry/a-holistic-approach-to-budget-cuts
	uniqid: u354384_1
	target: http://www.nextca.org/blog/entry/a-holistic-approach-to-budget-cuts
	colorscheme: light
	controller_id: feedback_01yAtJc45oL0RNYyE
	command: comment
	normalize_grammar: 1
	iframe_referer: http://www.nextca.org/blog/entry/a-holistic-approach-to-budget-cuts
	locale: en_US
	input0: 
	input2: 
	input0_(1): 
	post_form_id_(1): 9701d9acc4b1f2d1eb0e3ebc097a35b0
	lsd_(1): rhP9t
	url_(1): http://www.nextca.org/blog/entry/a-holistic-approach-to-budget-cuts
	uniqid_(1): u354384_1
	target_(1): http://www.nextca.org/blog/entry/a-holistic-approach-to-budget-cuts
	colorscheme_(1): light
	controller_id_(1): feedback_01yAtJc45oL0RNYyE
	command_(1): comment
	normalize_grammar_(1): 1
	iframe_referer_(1): http://www.nextca.org/blog/entry/a-holistic-approach-to-budget-cuts
	locale_(1): en_US
	input0_(1)_(2): 
	input2_(1): 
	text: Add a comment...


	Byb2FjaC10by1idWRnZXQtY3V0cwA=: 
	form3: 
	submit: 




