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This book argues that ‘deliberative democracy’ is not
utopian. It is a practical solution to many of democracy’s
ills. It can supplement existing institutions with practical
reforms. It can apply at all levels of government and for
many different kinds of policy choices. This volume speaks
to a recurring dilemma: listen to the people and get the
angry voices of populism or rely on widely distrusted
elites and get policies that seem out of touch with the
public’s concerns. Instead, there are methods for getting
a representative and thoughtful public voice that is really
worth listening to. Democracy is under siege in most
countries, where democratic institutions have low approval
and face a resurgent threat from authoritarian regimes.
Deliberative democracy can provide an antidote and can
reinvigorate our democratic politics.
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Reviews
“A provocative book that makes the case for the importance of deliberation as the
foundation of real democracy. It challenges our beliefs about what is possible and
outlines an institutional framework for creating a real deliberative democracy. It is
an antidote to those who are pessimistic about the future of democracy. “
- Norman M. Bradburn, Senior Fellow, NORC at the University of Chicago.
“In this extraordinary book, Fishkin surveys the world wide efforts of governments
and civil society groups to create real-world institutions enabling citizens to discuss
and determine the fundamental issues confronting their societies. Based on this
extraordinarily informed study, Fishkin shows how modern technology will permit
even more dramatic expansions of deliberative democracy in the twenty-first
century. At a time when pundits prophesy the fall of liberal democracy, Fishkin’s
demonstrations of these breakthroughs are of particular importance.
- Bruce Ackerman, Sterling Professor of Law and Political Science, Yale
University.
This book may - and I hope will - change the face of democracy. Case upon case from California, Texas, Mongolia, Uganda, China, Japan, Macau, Australia, the UK,
and Europe - breaks new ground in the growing global movement to harness, for
legitimacy and good outcomes, the deliberative intelligence of citizens drawn by
lot.
- Jane Mansbridge, Charles F. Adams Professor of Political Leadership and
Democratic Values, Harvard Kennedy School.
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